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THE SPY, No. If. 

THERE is something in a clear autumnal evening, 
which is peculiarly congenial] to a meditative or contem- 
plative mind. The chaste and so slemn hue, which all 
nature wears, so unli ke the wanton luxuriance of Spring, 
sooths all our brisk, volatile spirits, and induces a sort 
of pensiveness; and every object we behold strikes us 
with a venerable appearance, through the indistinct 

licht im which the prospeet lics. If we lift our eyes to 
heaven. the softened radiance of a thousand worlds 
beams upon us; and the magnificence and sublimity of 
he scene, fill us with the most exalted ideas of that Al- 
mighty Being, whose glorious works are unveiled to our 
view. 

I was lately travelling, in such an evening, through 

ne of the hilly parts of New-England, in company with 
. friend, whose soul is alive to every sensation which so 
favourite a season can inspire. We rode, for some dis- 
tance, along the dark side of a small stream, whose mur- 
murs, with the trampling of our horses and rumbling of 
the curriage, were the only sound that broke on the si- 
lence of the winding dell; till at length we emerged from 
at ithe craggy skirts of the mountains, and 
We had not interchanged 


ihe gloom, 
eatered a pretty large plain. 
«a word for miles. The range of hills, which seemed to 
encircle the indistinct ploin before us, supported a soli- 
‘ary height, here and there, in the pure evening sky. The 

rests on the nearest eminences stood motionless and 
«feut, and there was not a breath of air to disturb the 
deep serenity that reigned around. I know not how such 
ascene affects others, but tome it always recalls the feel- 
ags ef past life. I could dream over all the magic vis- 
ions of my youth, and forget that stern experience had 
‘ang since blasted every one of them. The playmates 

* my early years came to remembrance, and 1 was once 
inore sporting on the almost forgotten green with some, 
whose spirits are in heaven. ‘The scenes in which I de- 
lighted while a child,—the little grassy intervabe, the 
deep and silent brook that ran through it, the bowers 
and groves, and the craggy ridge that overtopped the 
whole, and was the boundary to my little world,—I had 
arranged them all in evanescent appearance before me 
on the plain. 

I awoke from this revetie on eur approach to a long 
hill. As we began to ascend it, the horizon opened and 
enlarged at every advance, gradually unfolding a scene 
of uncommon interest. The very air we breathed, seem- 
ed fall of a mild and exalting principle. The twilight 
had not entirely faded beyond the distant highlands ; a- 
beve, the new moon hung in the western sky, and the 
unclouded heaven twinkled from pole to pole. On 
lovking back to the country we had traversed, hill after 
4 iil appeared through the dim moon-light, swelling along 
behind each other, till all was lost in indistinctness of 
vision. 

As we gained the summit, “ Surely,” exclaimed my 
friend, “I never beheld a scene so magnificent! The 
whole amphitheatre of hills, from the farthest horizon a- 
round seems like mountainous waves of a dusky ocean, 
ali ready to roll forward to the centre and mingle at our 
feet. Observe that star, (said he,) which is just risen 
over the dim summit, I think of Wachuset ; how it smiles 
forth from the bosom of infinitude, and lends its ray to 
this little speck of earth! How far beyend the blue 
a\ey, that seems to surround it, is ifs sphere, where itd 





1 often think, while 1 survey the sublime works 
of God in heaven, that I discover the divine meekness, 
if I may so call it, of their Creator.” That is a new 
idea, exclaimed I. ** True; said he, ** but does not 
every part of creation evince a disposition, in its Author, 
to avoid a display of pomp and ostentation? Observe 
the concourse of worlds that hang in our view, and 
which we think the most wonderful of all things ; instead 
of crowding them on our astonished sight, in the terror 
of their full magnitude and splendour, Jehovah has with- 
drawn them into the depths of immensity, and through 
the yast distance, softened their intolerable brightness 
into a steady serenity, which engages, exalts and awes 
the soul, the more it contemplates them." Indced, add- 
ed I, I never before thought of contrasting the glory 
which appears in the works of God, with that tinsel- 
splendour which human vanity is so fond of, and which 
it often attributes to Him ; the former has an indiscriba- 
ble and lasting influence over the whole soul; while the 
Jatter affrights or charms only the grosser senses for a 
while, but can never affect ** Yes,” replied 
he, ** David snys that the heavens declare the glory of 
God; and perhaps they examine it in a more genuine 
and striking manner than any object to which we can 
turn, except the exalted but unostentatious character of 
him who is the brightness of God’s glory and the ex- 
press image of his person.” 

In the midst of such a scene it was 
the sentiment of religious adoration ; and my friend re- 
peated these lines of Milton in a most expressive manner: 


worlds! 


the heart 


natural te indulge 


** These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 

Almighty, thine this universal frame, 

Thus wond’rous fair; thyself how wond’rous then, 

Unspeakable! who sitt’st above the heavens, 

To us invisible, or dimly seen 

In these thy lower works ; yet these declare 

Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine.” 
We had already passed the highest part of the hill; and 
after descending for a little distance, we cntercd -the 
village of 
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UNIVERSALISM IN DISGUISE. 

It has been said by a Rev. gentleman in New-York, 
viz. Alezander M’Leod, “that his Socinian brethren 
(meaning Unitarians) were Universalists.”” I have been 
satisfied for nearly a year past, and principally from 
reading the works of Unitarians, that their system can- 
not be supported except they do believe in the final re- 
storation of all men to holiness and happiness. 

It is probably the fact that wherever tie Unitarian 
doctrine is supported, they are fnore willing to insist up- 
on what they do nol beliere in respect to the character 
of Christ, the doctrine of total depravity, &c. than to 
come forward and inform the public what they do be- 
heve in respect to a subject of far greater importance, 
viz. the doctrine of the eternal wretchedness of a part 
of the moral creation-of God. Abouta year since I had 
the loan of a book from a Unitarian in this town, entitled 
‘‘ The salvation of sinners by the free grace of God—by 
Richard Wright.”” An edition of it has lately been pub- 
lished, and is advertised among other Unitarian works. 
on the cover of the ‘ Christian Disciple’ for July and 
August of the present year. When I read the book I 
was very forcibly struck ‘with some parts of it; but if 


jalways Joved mankind, and being unchang geable, ¢ 





that some other parts of the book cannot be. 
~~ he says— 

‘The gospel proceeds entirely on the foundation o! 
God's love to the world. It exhibits grace and mercy. 
salvation and everlasting life, as proceeding from his lov: 
It represents Christ as the messenger of God, sent to r 
veal his truth and grace, to dispense salvation, and to 
conduct men to everlasting life. It contains every. bles 
sing of a spiritual kind that any of the children of men 
can need. Are they ignorant ? it is sent to enlightcn 
them. Are they wendering from God in the crocker 
paths of iniquity? it invites them back to him, ond ¢ 
sures them of his mercy on their returtf. Are they gvi 
ty? it teaches them that God forgives sins freely. Have 
they formed vicious habits, and Jived in abominal le 
practices? it presents every motive and infuence, to the 
person who will seriously altend to it, that it is calc: 
lated to destroy the powers of sin, to ‘produce new dis 
positions, aud ‘lead to new habits and practices. Are 
they ignorant of the will of God? it mashes known his 
will in the most clear and perfect munner. Do they 
pant for more substantial enjoyments than this life can 
afford? it reveals to them all the riches of divine grace 
all spiritural blessings. Are they affected with a sense 
of their mortality, with the gloomy prospect of lying 
down in the grave? it brings life and immortality to 
light ; it points to the morn of the resurrection 
and promises an endless state of blessedness and 
glory In fact it is a system beginning with the infinite 
love of God, and terminating with the universal and per- 
manent purity and happiness of the creation.” 


On pice 


On page 167, he says— 

*“* If it can be ascertained that God once loved all his 
creatures, it will follow that he must have always Joved 
them ; because he is unchangeable. He certainly weed 

all mankind when he made them; for as he never couk 
derive any emcloment from their existe nee, or injury, 
or benefit from their conduct, nothing but pure benevec 
lence could induce him to give them being, nothing else 

can induce him to preserve them This fact, that. God 
an 
never cease to love them, is a strong proof that aotbing 
ever was necessary to be done to reconcile him to the 
world; for it would be manifestly absurd to talk of re- 
conciling him to those towards whom he never felt the 
least enmity, but whom he always loved.” 

Are we not to understand from the foregoing extracts 
that the writer really believed that “every creature 
which is in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and AL that are in them,” 
will finally say, ** Blessing, honour, glory and power, be 
unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever and evcr.”? 

That Unitarians do not believe in the annihilation of 
the soul or spirit, I think from their writing and preach- 
ing is very evident; that many of them do not hold to 
the doctrine of endless misery is equally evident; }! 
therefore conclude they are Universalists in disguise. 

CONSISTENCY. 

Providence, R.L£. October 1820. 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


Rev. Sig,—Permit an old man the privilege of relat- 
ing to you his situation, with a request that you, or 
some one else will condescend to inform him what he 
must ‘*do to be saved.” A present salvation is partic- 
ularly necessary to the quiet of his declining years ;—a 
salyation from the abuse of those who call themsclve: 
ministers of the gospel. 

From my youth up I have conse‘entiously attended 
the public worship of Gec, and have contributed to ‘he. 
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-pport of the gospel according to my abilities ; and, on 
each succeeding sabbath, with some others whote mor- 
al integrity does honor to the age, have been constantly 
veviled with the appellation of ‘* rebels,” “* children of 
the devil,” ** generation of vipers,” and threatened with 
the * destruction of those on whom the town of Saloam 
rell,”? and “having our blood mingled with that of the 
wicked Gallileans,”’ and all this in a future world, by 
‘hose who are called “lively,” ** searching,”’ and *‘ en- 
ergetic preachers.» And not only so, but in times of 
reformation, so called, the mischieveous boys who have 
robbed my orchard, stolen my water mellons, and play- 
ed me a thousand other mischieveous tricks, turn lively 
preachers, and call upon me ‘ to repent and fice from 
ihe wrath to come.”’ 

When I have an opportunity, and the itinerants often 
‘avor me with the entertainment of themselves and hors- 
es, particularly in years of scarcity, which visit us as 
iten perhaps as times of reformation, I ask these in- 
spired men, what I mnst do to escape the unmerciful 
} unishment which they foresee awaits me in the world 
tocome. They answer, ‘‘ believe and thou shalt be 
eaved.”? Treply, Ido most sincerely believe that ‘‘ Je- 
«us is the Christ,” ** the Son of God,” ** the Saviour of 
the world.”” But this confession of faith does not an- 
ewer hefore this tribunal. They call on me to give an 
unqualified assent to creeds which vary to suit the views 
of these several pious reformers,and which are by far too 
intricate for my weak understanding ; but which, no 
doubt, are worthy to be ranked with the relics and mys- 
teries of the papal church. They fear also | am a mor- 
alist; and the case of such is more desperate than the 
openly profane, as the moralist is seldom or never hope- 
fully converted ; and if not converted in this, his mor- 
ally good works will but increase Lis torments in the 
world to come. 

Nor does their condemnation end here. From the 
queries | sometimes address to them on the subject of 
the material and bloody punishment they denounce 
egainst me in the spiritual world, as well as from the 
latter clause in my confession of faith, they imagine 
they have discovered in mean Universalist ! And now 
wll their pions passions burst forth in vivid fire, and the 
whole vocabulary of anathemas fall infinitely short of 
their zeal to plange that spirit which emanated from the 
same fountain with their own, to all the horrors of ma- 
‘erval burnings, and to the voracious gnawings of that 
svorm which never dies, 

Here, sir, isa problem far too deep for my poor old 
head. These same preachers, and their pious brethren 
have declaimed against Universalism as leading t¢licen- 
tiousness. Licentionsness and immorality I ever un- 
derstood to be synonymous. But here they reverse the 
order of things, and say, that morality,.a name they 
have heretofore reproached me with, has ended as they 
expected in universalism. If, sir, morality leads to uni- 
versalism, and universalism to licentiousness, and the 
state of the openly profane is far better than that of the 
moralist, I would ask, have I‘not reason to hope, that 
ut least Lapproximate towards a state of perfection 
known by some by the appellation of Methodism, by 
others Freewillism, and others Calvinism, or some other 
equally self-righteous ism, whieh may, agreeably to 
the doctrine of those: who limit the goodness of the 
Author ofall good, and let loose more than satanic ma- 
ignity from the bosom of infinite Benevolence, ulti- 
mately end in my “hopeful” conversion to, and belief 
im the truly ** hopeful” doctrine of the unmerciful dis- 
icuction of a great proportion of our brethren of the hu- 
yan family? ; 

Dear sir, if you can point out any way not repugnant 
te religion, and this despised morality by which I may 
Le saved from the anathemas of priests, and the abuse 
of lay zealots, you will contribute: much towards alle- 
viating the troubles of an OLD MAN, 

— Sto 


{can hardly think that man to be in his right ‘mind, 
teys Cicero,) who is destitute. of religion. 
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To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 


I read your “ inquiry” with mixed emotions of pleas- 
ure and disappointment. Of pleasure, because I find 
that you are disposed to treat the subject with great 
candor and are now ready to acknowledge that some 
things partaining to religion are mysterious. Of disap- 
pointment, because I find the greater part of my com- 
munication passed over in silence. The difficulty which 
I suggestec in my second communication, relative to 
forgiveness, you were pleased to pass over by saying, 
that you waited for me toinform you what punishment 
men were saved from, which they deserve. Since this 
has been done, I looked for a solution of the difficulty, 
but looked in vain. However, I trust this will be at- 
tended to, for 1 cannot believe that you will shrink from 
a controversy, invited through the medium of your pa- 
per. Before entering wp6n the merits of your argu- 
ments, I will observe that you appear to admit the ex- 
istence of fwo wills. This will appear from the title of 
your piece, the whole scope of your argument, and the 
concluding sentence. Now, let it be remembered by 
the reader, that this is conceded, viz. That God has 
two wills spoken of in scriptu®e. After admitting ‘wo 
wills, you attempt to reconcile them. This avails noth- 
ing, unless you can reconcile them in such a manner, 
as to make two, one. Your argument appears to be 
this—They are both directed by the same principle, 
therefore they are one. But my dear sir, is this reason- 
ing sound? ‘Because two causes will produce the same 
effect, or are directed by the same principle, does it 
thence follow that they are one? Because an house 
may be swept away by a deluge, or a hurricane, shall 
we contend that there is no difference between the two 
elements? Suppose two persons arraigned at a court 
of justice, one is sentenced to be executed, the other is 
acquitted. Shall we say there is no difference in the 
verdicts, because they were both directed by the same 
principle of justice? Certainly not. These observa- 
tious will show the reader the strength of your argu- 
ments. But sir, you have had the candor to acknowl- 
edge your failure in the attempt. You conclude by 
saying “there is no essential opposition” between 
these {wo wills. Now this plainly unplies that these 
wills are distinct, and that there is some opposition be- 
tween them. 

The following is designed as an answer to * H****'s° 
reply. When I hear ** H****” charging his opponent 
with ‘** evasion,’ I concluded thatthis dropt from his 
pen in an unguarded moment; and thus I excuse the 
bitterness. But when [ hear him pronouneing the ex- 
press words of the apostle, “a confused jargon of words 
without sense or meaning ; charity’ prompts me to 
wish it had been a vociferous exclamation of some pa- 
tient in the **insane hospital,’ and not the language 
of a professed disciple of Christ. H. labours to prove 
that the word wE, meansallmen. He also gives us the 
true reading of the passage. ‘1 exhort,’ &c.—“that 
WE KINGS and al] that are in authority, as well as all 
men, may Jead a quiet life.’ Now the passage accord- 
ing to H.’s idea would read thus—That we “ings (i. e. 
all men) and a}l that are in authority (which are all 
men) as wel) as all men, &c. “ Here,’ he says, ** we 
have. the plural happily formed as it should be / /”— 
This: looks like the ** jargon” with which he accuses 
the apostle. 

To prove that the apostle means all men by the term 
we, H. cites 1 Cor, xv. 51, ** We shall not all sleep,” 
&e. ‘That the apostle does not allude to we believ- 
ers,” says he, ** is evident from verse 22; * As in Ad- 
am all die, even-so in Christ shall all be made alive.°— 
That all-men-are intended in verse 22, is readily ad- 
mitted; but that the wx, in verse 51 includes the same 
number, isnot admitted. St. Paul in verse 22, declares 
that man universally shall be raised from their graves. 
But in 23d verse he adds, ** But every man in his own 
order; Christ the first fruits: efterwerds-they that are 
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Christ’s at his coming.” Now this plainly implies that 
all are not Christ’s at his coming. ‘Those who are 
Christ’s, are believers ; and it is of this class only, that 
is, of believers, of which the apostle speaks through the 
rest of the chapter. But you will say al! are Christ’s at 
his coming. [ask then where is the order of which the 
apostle speaks? If all are made happy at one period 
there can be noorder. ‘That Paul was speaking of be- 
lievers in verse 51, will further appear by comparing it 
with 1 Thes. iv. 17. His observations relative to the 
fwo wills are a mere play upon words, and theresore 
merit no attention. But he reserves his artillery for 
Mat. xxiii. 57. He answers this passage by saying it 
was Christ’s will, i. @. his will as man, and not tie 
Father's, to gather the Jews. Now all this might be 
granted without altering the dispute in the least ; as tie 
other passages of this description remain in fall force.— 
But on his interpretation I will remark ; that Unitarians, 
when they are pressed with those scriptures, which as- 
sert that Christ and the Father are on kr, affirm they are 
one in design; have the same regard for the children of 
men. ‘This oneness consists in design or will, Now if 
Christ and the Father are one in the sense Unitarians 
maintain, then the well of Chris@ is the will of the Fath- 
er. Thus does H.’s eloquent and spirited reply vanish 
like the baseless fabrick of a vision, on the slighiest ex- 
amination. 

This is submitted for the consideration of your read- 
ers, hoping it may subserve the interest of truth. The 
writer is willing that these arguments should be exan. 
ined, but hopes he shall not be attacked by more thar 
siz ata time. LEANDER. 
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THE RLV. MR. GAY’S SERMON. 


Tas clergyman has recently published a Sermon 
which he desi,ned as a refutation of one delivered some 
time since in his town, by the Rev. Josnua Fiacg, ot 
Scituate, from the same text, Jude 3, which was pub- 
lished at the request of those who heard it. 

As we have been informed that one of our ministering 
brethren is preparing a reply to Mr. Gay’s discourse, we 
shall only notice the following paragraph from pages 10 
and 11, together with his note designed to explain the 
divine benevolence. 

EXTRACT. 

“In 1 Tim. ii, 4, weare informed that “* God 
our Saviour will have all men to be saved, and 
tocome to the knowledge of the truth.” It 
has been often boldly asserted, that this text 
proves, that God has determined to save every 
individual of mankind; and we have of late, 
been told, thatwe must ‘commit a sin every 
time we pray,’ unless we believe this dectrine. 
Before, however, any general and important 
doctrine is asserted to rest upon this passage, a 
candid and an honest man will endeavour to 
learn, whether the willof God here means his 
positive unchangeable determination; or, is 
only expressive of his benevolence. Now that 
it cannot intend determination in God, is eyi- 
dent from the consideration, that all men have 
not come to the knowledge of the truth, which 
it is the will of God that they should do, as much 
as itis that they shouldbe saved. By the truth, 
is meant, as is acknowledged on all hands, Jesus 
Christ or his Gospel. Yet by far the greater 
part of mankind sit in regions of darkness, are 
totally ignorant of the truth as ir 1s in gesus, and 


fare absolutely precluded from this knowledge 


by the circumstances of their being. And as the 
end is not to be obtained without the necessary 
means, as man cannot be sanctified and saved 
without a knowledge of tie truth, and in the 
name of Christ; andas the necessary means are 
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not enjoyed, since thousands live and die, from 
age to age, without this knowledge; it is hence 
evident, that the will of God does not here 
mean his unchangeable determination. Butthe 
passage is most evidently expressive of the di- 
vine benevolence.* God is willing that all men 
should be saved and come tothe knowledge of 
the truth. In this sense the original word 
(S:aw) signifying will, is used in many passages 
of the Bible. Christ said to the impenitent in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, ‘I would—(I was will- 
ing to) have gathered you asa hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, but ye would not.” 
NOTE. 

By the benerolence of God we understand his 
whoe moral character; and it isas much displayed in 
the exercise of justice, when the general good or Di- 
vine glory, requires it, as in the exercise of mercy, 
when the general good, or the Divine glory requires the 
exercise of that attribute. It is the approbation of that 
which is just and right, all things considered. I know 
of none ‘who are opposed to the doctrine of God's 
universal benevolence,’ unless they are such as make 
him a God all mercy which isa God unjust ; and thus 
deny him the exercise of benevolence, when the gen- 
cral good requires that justice should be inflicted upon 
all the workers of iniquity. Whether these ‘know 
better than they assert ;’ will be left for them to deter- 
mine, though it can hardly be imagined, that they 
should not be able to distinguish the divine attributes. 

J.et us examine the correctness of this preacher’s rea- 
soning in the above quotation. Ilis first object is to show 
ihat God’s will, that all men should be sayed and should 
come to the knowledge of the truth is not his unchange- 
«ble determination. How does he prove this? Reader. 
we fervently request you carefully to examine how this 
preacher proves this point of argument. His proof stands 
thus stated: 

*“* Now that it cannot intend determination in God, 
is evident from the consideration, that all men have nof 
come to the knowledge of the truth, which it is the will 
of God that they should do, as much as it is that they 
should be saved.”’ 

Of all the arguments which we have ever read we 
have never noticed one, which was more destitute of 

he natural attributes which necessarily belong to argu- 
raent than this. We will suppose a case, in which our 
preacher believes in the unchangeable determination of 
God. God has unchangeably determined that all the 
elect shall be received to an immortal state of holiness 
aud happiness, and that they shall be brought to the 
knowledge of the gospel] of Jesus Christ. This is a pro- 
position that he will subseribe to at once. But let us 
apply his mode of reasoning to this proposition. ‘* Now, 
that God has not defermined the everlasting happiness 
of all the elect in the eternal world is evident from the 
consideration that all the elect have not come to the 
knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which it is the 
will of God that they should do, as much as it is that 
they should be made eternally happy.” Will Mr. Gay 
acknowledge that we have here proved that it is not 
God’s unchangeable cetermination that all the elect 
shall inherit eternal glory? No; he will not, for there 
is not even the shadow of argument in this mode of rea- 
soning on the subject; and yet there is not a person in 
the world, of common sense, that can avoid seeing that 
this reasoning is exactly what he relies on to prove that 
it is not God’s determination to save all men! 

On his Sth page, this preacher, in a modest way, inti- 
matés that heisa practical and learned christian. That 
he is not such, we have no disposition to maintain ; but 
we cannot avoid regretting that a learned, practical chris- 
tian, and one too, who says he is “ set for the defence 
of the gospel,”’ should not be able to reason with more 
propriety. 

We view it a subject’ to be deplored, that those’ to 
whom thousands are looking for instruction, should them- 
selves be so blinded by tradition, as not to see, that 
such argument as this preacher employs, proves nothing 
but the want of discernment in him who uses it. Let 
w suppose another case, by which we may set forth the 


» 
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nature of this preacher’s reasoning. Suppose then, that 
the Rev. Mr. Gay, of Stoughton, has a son, whom he 
designs (in submission to the will of God) for the work 
of the gospel ministry. We will suppose that this son is 
now in the commencement of his academical studies, 
that the father intends that he shall have the advantages 
and honours of a college, and theological school. To this 
subject his reasoning applies as follows: That it is not 
his fixt determination that his son shall be a gospel min- 
ister is evident from the consideration that his son has 
not attended to a college education which it is as much 
his will that he should do, as it is that he should be a 
minister of the gospel. Reader, is there a single attri- 
bute of reasoning in all this? Should one talk in this 
way on any other subject he would cause his friends to 
blush. But when tie professed minister of the gospel of 
the blessed Saviour of the world undertakes to maintain 
the doctrine of endless, unmerciful condemnation, as 
there is not in heaven nor earth any thing which God is 
the anthor of that can in the least assist him, he must 
be allowed to bring forward a mode of reasoning that he 
would be ashamed to use on any subject concerning 
which either reason or common sense was to exercise 
an opinion. 

Should any States’ attorm@y use such argument as the 
above, with a design to convict a man of a capital crime, 
what indignation would he excite in the breast of every 
friend te humanity! But with a heart as hard as the 
inether mill-stone, and as cold as marble, this professed 
minister of that Saviour, who was accused of being the 
sinner’s friend, uses such argument with a design to main- 
tain the belief that God does not determine to save all 
men! 

Connected with the above unsound reasoning, the 
preacher contends, that as the greater part of mankind 
sit in the regions of darkness and are absolutely preclud- 
ed from the knowledge of the gospel, by the circumstan- 
ces of their being, they cannot be saved, and of course 
cannet belong to the number whom God had determin- 
ed to save. In other instancesthis preacher pretends 
that the reason why men will not be saved is because 
they refuse offered mercy ; but here he is as bold as he is 
presumptuous,and contends that “ far the greater part of 
mankind”’ are absolutely precluded from salvation by 
the circumstances of their being! Is this good sense? 
We do not ask whether it be orthodoxy, we ask if it be 
good sense? First, let it be stated that the offers of sal- 
vation are free,and made to all men on equal principles, 
and that if any are not saved it is their own neglect, it 
is their own fault. Then contend, in order to be certain 
that all will not be saved, that the greatest part of man- 
kind are absolutely precluded from salvation by the cir- 
cumstances of their being! This is the preacher, who 
pretends to be a learned christian. And to convince 
us that he is what he pretends to be, he has undertaken 
to show from the Greek, that where we read that *“* God 
will have all men to be saved and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth,” that nothing more is meant 
than that he is willing for all tobe saved. Well, reader, 
suppose we agree to depend on this preacher's learning 
and believe with him, that God is willing that all men 
should be saved, what shall we do with the fact which 
he supposes ke has proved, viz. that it is not God’s de- 
termination to save all? Surely. if. God has not deter- 
mined to save all men, he has determined not to. Now 
if he have determined not to save all men, but has de- 
termined to save the elect only, how can we agree with 
our Jearned preacher, that God is willing that those 
should be saved, who he has determined shall not? 

Had this preacher studied ever so long, he could not 
have invented more palpable contradictions than he has 
exhibited in what we have above quoted. Among 
these we will notice one more, which certainly will not 
suffer by a comparison with those already pointed out. 
He says that this will, or willingness of God in the sal- 
vation of all men is expressive of the divine benevo- 
lence; which benevolence he explains in his note as 
follows: ** By the benevolence of God, we understand 





his whole mora! character; and it is as much displayed 
in the exercise of justice, when the general good or the 
divine glory requires it, as in the exercise of mercy, 
whew the general good or the divine glory requires the 
exercise of that attribute. It is the approbation of that 
which is just and right, all things considered.’? Now 
what had Mr. Gay in his mind as the object of his argu- 
ment? Answer, to prove that God’s being willing that 
all men should be saved does not give so much support 
to the belief that all will be saved, as if it were God’s 
determination to save all. But has he maintained this? 
No; he has 86 directed his argument that it results ex- 
actly differently from his meaning, and just as it ought 
to. ‘This willingness of God is bis divine benevolence }- 
this divine benevolence is what all God’s attributes, 
both justice and mercy are agreed in, and what, all 
things considered is for the greatest good or the glory oi 
God. What is the amount? Answer, all things con- 
sidered, it is just and right for all men to be saved and 
to come unto the knowledge of the trath. 

This preacher says, and it has been said long ago, ** a 
God all mercy is a God unjust.” If this be true, it fol- 
lows that a God all justice is a God unmerciful. ‘dhe 
meaning is this; there is no mercy in justice, and there 
is no justice in mercy. But this is rank error, error hes- 
tile to all truth, and injmical to our rational belief and 
moral felicity. God declares himself a just God and a 
Saviour, just and having salvation. 

By these remarks the reader will be led to consider 
how blind our Jearned clergy must be, and how little of 
divine wisdom dwells with them; and will not wonder 
that people are endeavouring to find something more 
rational than they have heretofore obtained from those 
to whom they have long looked for divine instruction. 
but have looked in vain. 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr George 
A. Eames to Miss Elizabeth D. Beker. 

By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Alexander Simonds to 
Miss Catherine Turner. By the Rev. Mr. Eaton, Fii- 
sha F. Wallace, Esq. of Amherst, N. H. to Miss Lydia 
Wheelwright. 

At Elm-hill, by Rev. Dr. Gardner, Dr. John Jeffries 
to Miss Anu G. Amory, daughter of Rufus@ Amory, 
Esq. 

ta Salem, Capt. Thomas Hunting of this town, to 
Miss Sarah Burrill, of the former plece. 

In Northampton, Mass. Edward Phillips, Esq. of this 
town, to Miss Theresa Ilenshaw, daughter of Judge 
Henshaw. 

In Nelson, N. H. Mr, Michael B. Hunting, of Boston, 
to Miss Lucy Beals. 

In Exeter, N. H. Mr. Parker Sheldon, of Gardiner, 
Me. to Miss Elizabeth W. Conner. 


——————. 


DIED, . 
In this town, Mrs. Eleanor Wakefield, aged 71... Mr. 
Thomas A. Chadwick, 26. Mrs. Abigail Tillson, 40. 


ter, 40. Mrs. Susannah Burrill, 75. Mr. Thomas 
Mayo, 32. Miss Harriet Lane, 21. Mrs, Ann Killock, 
45. Henry, son of Mr. William Bonner, 3 mo. Wid- 
ow Sarah Wyer, 79. Lucy Maria, youngest daughter 
of J. H. Halping, 15 mo. Mr. Knight, son of N. T. 
Knight of Boothbay. 

In Amherst, Mass. Ebenezer Fastman, aged 71. 

In Beverly, Rev. Samuel B. Ingersoll, colleague pas- 
tor of the church in Shrewsbury. , 

In Cambridgeport, Dr. Samuel Cheney, aged 74. 

At St. Lovis, Missouri, Rev. Felix Andreis, aged 43. 
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Series of Letters, &c. 
JUET published and for sale at this Office, price $1 


A Series of Letters in defence of Divine Rev- 
elation, in reply to the Rev. Abner Kncelund’s serious- 
inquiry into the authenticity of the same.—By Hosra 
BaLuiov, pastor of the 2d Universalist Church and Se- 
ciety in Boston. ‘To which is added, a Religious Con- 
troversy between the Rev. Dr Buckminster, and the- 
Rev. Joseph Walton, pastors of Congregational Chur- 
ches in Portsmouth, N. H. and the Rev. H. Barxov, 
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POETS’ CORNER, 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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TO A BABE, 
¥EELING AND THEOLOGY CONTRASTED, 


‘CAN I bid thee lovely stranger 


Welcome to this world below, $ 
if nought but sin and guilt come with thec, 
To lead thee down to endless woe 2 


No, begone ye gloomy phantoms, ind 
Nor disturb my present joy; - 

My heart exults with pleasing prospects, 
While I embrace my lovely boy. 


Like Aurora’s first appearing, 
To dispel the gloom of night; 
Artless charmer, thou art putting 
Every anxious thought to flight. 


Now my feelings thus address thee, 
‘Hail sweet Babe thy life begun ; 
Though late thou didst receive existence, 
It never ends, will ne’r be done. 


Heaven saw fit to give this blessing, 
His good will:produced thy frame ; 

Nor for a curse did he give being, 
To punish ere thou wast to blame. 


Of good or ill thot art unconscious, 
Laws to theé are all unknown ; 

Nor for thy murmurs can I chide thee, 
Arising from instinct alone. 


‘Thy iMnocence can have no scorn, 
Vice itself must thee adore, 

Ilastrious virtue cannot charge her 
Sullied lines, unto thy score. 


Yes, dear Babe, I will protect thee 
From malevolence and harm ; 

Will cherish, nurture and mature thee, 
To the extent of this weak arm. 


Phy growing mind I'll watch with care, 
To extract each nauseous weed ; 

Rearing the plants which may be useful, 
°Till they are grown and ripe for seed. 


But stop, perhaps, I go too far, 
PH call Theology to aid ; 

if these my feelings be condemn’d, 
Pll banish them into the shade. 


THEOLOGY. 
Since my council now is soaght for, 
Then pray lend a listening ear, 
“The truth Ill speak and must_contend for, 
Though it may rather seem severe. 


Thy Babe whom thou dost thus caress, 
Wh the fondest of nature’s ties, 

?s but a wretch and ill deserving— 
A monster quite in fair disguise. 


If thine be like the general mass, 
‘It is ruined by the Fall; 

Born in a state of condenmation, 
Which has justly passed on all, 


Not for another, but its own 
Rebellion must it suffer; 

Ats heart a sink of inbred sin, 
Nor does it from infernals differ. 


Though in thy darling thou dost take 
Sweet complaisance and delight ; 
The Lord he views it with abhorrenec, 

It is obnoxious in his sight. 


- 


its nature unconformed to him, 
A wicked heart the blame here lies; 
‘Or else we may exclude all sinhing; 
¥t is from hence the actions rise. 


In nature’s garden there’s no soil, 
That is of a moral kind ; 

But what is bad, thy pruning must be, 
What privation left behind. 


In brief I have characteriz’d, 
A young friend in embryo ; 
Almighty power can renovate if ; 
But if he will no one doth know. 


Although to some he may give grace, 
Eaéh in a future state is tri’d, 

He through appointed means prepares, 
And then rewards the qualified ! 


He has a right to form a soul, 
Clog’d with earth, attach’d to sin ; 
And let it take its natural motion, 
To bring to view what lies within. 


I leave you now to’your own thoughts, 
Wishing you to guard with care ; 
Natural feelings are at variance 
With truth, and fain would it ensnare. 


REFLECTION. 
Thas do my feelings d corrected, 
By what I’ve ee be true ; 
Feelings must be renovated 
*Till they’re radically new. 


Must I wait for brighter prospects, 
Ere I whet my pruning hook? 

Must | withhold love of complaisance, 
And give a helpless pity’s look : 


What shall I say, what can IT do? 

Reader, if you now can tell, 
Pray be so kind as to inform me, 

And my soul shall wish you well. ALMIRA. 
Sea 


PROM THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
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the holy scriptures assert it or suppose it? No !—noth- 
ing like it, there is therefore every reaton to conclude, 
that it is a distinction purely of man’s invention,—. 
There can I think, be no conceivable fitness, or pro- 
priety in inflicting punishment independently of an end 
to be answered thereby. Those terms, when used with 
reference to punishing transgressors, suppose and refer 
to some end; otherwise they are unintelligible ; and 
this end must be either positively bad, or positively 
good, for what is in every respect indifferent, is an end 
unworthy even of human, much more of divine wisdom, 
and to say the all-wise and good creator, has a bad or 
evil end in any thing which he does, were impious in- 
deed! The conclusion from which premises, is too ob- 
vious to heed mentioning. That God, ovr heavenly 
Father, chasteneth and punisheth his children for their 
good only, is evident from numberless passages in scrip- 
ture, and there is one which deserves a more particular 
attention here, on account of the reference contained 
in it to the conduct of earthly parents, who sometimes 
correct their children only for their own ;'casure, 
whereas God corrects his for their profit—‘* whom the 
Lord loveth he chasteneth—we have father’s of our 
flesh, who corrected us, and we gave them reverence 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the ta- 
ther of our spirits and live? For they verily for a few 
cays chastened us afler ‘heir own pleasure ; but he fv! 
our profit, that we might be par/akers of his holiness.” 
Heb. xii. 6, 12. No man will deny, but that God is at 
once just and good, in these chastenings. Goodness 
and justice in him, therefore, are not to be considered 
as opposites, They, in all cases, without exception, 
are coincident ; the latter being only a particular modt- 
fication of the former, and tending to the positive good 
of all. 

Shall we? can we really suppose, that he who is good 
to all, and * whose tender mercies are over a// his works,” 
ever punishes his creatures without any good end, with 
respect to themselves and to the other members of his 
universal household, and kingdom? would not this be 
in effect making his creatures miserable, cither for no 
end at all, or for a positively bad and evil one ? Would 
not this be, what is always called unreasonable and ert- 
elamong men? ‘To say that the infinitely wise and 
good God, punishes any of his creatures, merely for his 
own glory, without any regard to the final individual 





THE GOODNESS OF GOD CONSISTENT WITH 
HIs JUSTICE. 
The Father of our spisits is pleased in his word. t: 
represent himself to us frequently under the character} 
both of a Father and of a King, for, “‘ there is one God | 
aid father of all, who is above all, and through al!, ana | 
in you all,” saith the apostle. ‘* We are the offspring 
of God,” saith the same inspired penman: and * of 
Him the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
The title of King, is one of his most usual titles ip 
scripture. He is emphatically called by our Saviour, 
‘‘ the Great King.” He is styled ** king of heaven,” as 
well as ** king over all the earth,” and by the Pslam- | 
ist, the ** glory of his kingdom” is spoken of,—*+ whic: | 
is an everlasting kingdom :” and though the analogy 
will not hold in all respects between an earthly parent 
or king, and, ‘* our Father who is in heaven,” or that 
great ** king eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise 
God,” who hath ** prepared his throne in the heavens ;”” 
yet, there can be no doubt, in general, but that when 
these titles are given to God in his word, the design is, 
to represent him under the character of the twisest and 
best of Fathers the wisest and best of kings ; not that 
of an unreasonable, unnatural, and cruel parent ;—not 
that of an unwise and unreasonable,a cruel and un- 
merciful king: Noone can doubt of this, we, there- 
fore, from hence conclude, that, ‘hat wisdom and good- 
ness, which are imperfect in the best of earthly parents 
and kings, are in perfection in the Most High, and that 
he governs his great family—his universal kingdom, ac- 
cording to those general rules and maxims which are in 
themselves at once most wise and most good, such as 
the wisest and best of kings would govern by ; only, 
as was before intimated, in an infinitely more perfect 
manner. From whence it evidently follows; that 
there is not in the great and glorious God, any such 
distinction between goodness and justice, as has, by 
many, been supposed, For if any earthly parent 
were to act according to what that. distinction suppo- 
ses, and to punish his children or subjects, not as good- 
ness and mercy directs, or without a positive good and 
valuable end, such parent or king would be considered, 
in so doing, neither wise, nor good, nor even just, but 
unreasonable and most cruel. What ground have we 
then to imagine, that there is any such kind of justice 
in God as is distinct from, or rather opposite to good- 





happiness, and even contrary to the common good of 
those, to whom he was pleased to give being, appears 
to ime at the best, very irrational. Por what glory can 


possibly redound to any being by acting contrary to the 


dictates of true goodness? It is peculiarly absurd to 
suppose that he who accounts his goodness, bis glory, 
should aim at advancing it by such unmerciful conduct ! 
The king of heaven and earth, is indeed, an absolu!e 
soverien ; he has an indisputable right, as well as pow- 
ers to dispose of all his creatures according to his own 
pleasure. But, it ought not to be inferred from hence, 
that he is an arbitrary being, in that ill sense in which 


| the word arbitrary is used in reference to earthly ty- 


rants, inplying that they gorern in an unreasonable, un- 
just, and cruel manner. Though God is, in the high- 
est sense, an absolute sovereign, yet, in this ill sense, 
he is not certainly an arbitrary heing, aud it were blas- 
phemy tothink him so. The blessed God, though om- 
nipotent, though over all, and not accountable to any, 
yet exercises no power, no authority, but according to 
his infinite wisdom and goodness. To act contrary to 
them, would be to ** deny himself,” and to act contra- 
ry to his own glory, instead of advancing it ; both of 
which are impossible. So that the great and blessed 
God may, with the strictest propriety, be styled, a 
sovereignly wise and good being. If his power and do- 
minion, on the one hand are without bounds, without 
limits, his wisdom and goodness, are equally unbound- 
ed, unlimited, on the other, and no less essential to him, 
than existence itself, and ‘* let him that glorieth,”’ saith 
the most high, “glory in this, that he understandeth and 
knoweth me, that lam the Lord,which exerciseth lor- 
ing kindness, judgement and righteousness in the earth : 
for in these things I del:ght, saith the Lord.” 
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A SERMON on Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of 
the Image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay, and the 
Stone which ground it to powder; as recorded in "Dan- 
iel ii. 31—35. By Extras Sours. 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosuuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 
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ness? Does reason suggest any such thing ?—No—De 
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